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WHATôS  ON:  

 

Membership fees 

are always due!! 

 

LUNCHEON: 

28the June 2010 

In May 1913, the 
Birkenhead sunk off 
Dawes Point, Actors 
Equity Association 
was formed in New 
York City, the first 
woman magistrate 
was appointed in 
Great Britain,     
{ǘǊŀǾƛƴǎƪȅΩǎ άwƛǘŜ ƻŦ 
{ǇǊƛƴƎέ ǿŀǎ        
premiered in 
France, and our 
very own Jan Nobbs 
was born.   

This makes her a 
colossal 97 not out! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
JAN!!!   

Hi Darling Susie, It's 
Jan Nobbs' 97th  

birthday on      
Wednesday....Wow! 

Love,  Mary x  

Hello Everyone, 
Another great luncheon was had at Mosman RSL May 3! The food at Mosman just goes from great to even 
greater! And the ambience was as our usual ALVA buzziness! This was contributed to of course to our won-
derful speaker ï Craig Bennett! A big thank you goes to Helen Zerefos for assisting with organizing Craig for 
us. He was so funny, informative, knowledgeable and respectful as we all had just a wow of a time! So much 
so that your Pres decided on the day, without even consulting your committee that were present, to make 
Craig our second male Honourary Associate Member! And you know I never do things without consulting my 
committee first!!!  He has graciously accepted which is lovely. Now I can hear you all thinking ówhat about the 
Original Number One Male Associate Member?ô  How will our Mark feel about that?!!! Well Mark, as you read 
this on the high seas, I know you will feel just the same as I do ï there is no one like the first one!! You always 
remember your first! And you will always be our first and one and only Number One Male Associate Member!!!  
Another great day for our quarterly luncheon and thank you very much to those of you who were present.  
We had a few regulars away ï VP Lisa working, Pat S. flew out that very day with hubby Doug to daughter 
Sageôs graduation in Hollywood, Julie T. was dealing with her knee reconstruction re-hab and Ms. Venuti was 
shooting a movie ( some excuse eh!!!) We missed you all and my usual very special huge thank you to the 
committee for really doing, again, a marvelous job of teamwork to get another successful day up and running. 
Thank you Lovelies xxx 
 
One issue that was discussed at General Business on the day was the idea of moving the Annual Banquet 
from an evening event to a formal luncheon daytime event. Your committee will discuss this over our next few 
meetings and make a decision on this. I will keep you posted on this issue. The Banquet requires an  
enormous amount of hours of organizing to fit a very tight budget. And with dwindling numbers we need to 
look at this as the thought is that a daytime event will raise our attendance at this special first function of the 
year when all our awards are announced etc. If you have any thoughts on this please contact me on 
pres@alva.org.au or write or fax to me. PO Box and fax details you will find on the flyer if you donôt have them 
already. 
 
Mo Awards 2010 ï congrats to our Vice Pres Lisa & Treasurer Kerri for their win with duo Just Jammin and to 
ALVA Sponsored Female Vocal Award winner Jenifer Greene. Congratulations to all ALVA nominees and 
keep up the good work! Check out the website www.alva.org.au to see if there is a photo of you there! 
Vietnam Entertainers Remembrance Mo Awards ï ALVA members Jacqui De Paul, Lynne Fletcher, Little 
Patti, and Sylvia Raye along with the lovely Dinah Lee were awarded Mo Awards for their amazing  
contribution to entertaining the Australian troops during the Vietnam War. Congratulations ladies for such a 
wonderful recognition and by the way ï you all looked AMAZING!  
 
Lizzie Taylor has sent me the news of a Celebration in Memory of Werner Friedrichs. This will be held on 
Tuesday June 8 at City Tattersalls Club at 7pm. The night will feature the High Society Orchestra, Maria 
Venuti, Barry Crocker, Maree Montgomery & Billy Field along with many others.  Bookings: Danny Ward  
0408 202 188. Our love and light goes once again to Wernerôs wife the amazing Di Heaton.  
 
Thank you everyone that has sent their news and gossip on this week. It really makes a difference and letôs us 
know that you are all out there contributing.  Our next quarterly meeting/luncheon will be on Monday June 28 
at the newly refurbished Aqua Blue Restaurant at Brighton Fishermanôs Club. All details are on the attached 
flyer. So once again can all our Southerners and Shire girls take up the challenge to make a date for Brighton 
Fishoôs to come and join in all the fun!  Remember to let us know if you hear of anyone that might need  
assistance or just a little cheering up.  And if you could all have a think about members that live near you that 
may need a lift to the luncheon. We always seem to hear after the fact of members that would like to come but 
donôt have transport etc. So if you could spare a few minutes to make the call and do the pick up it would be a 
wonderful ALVA contribution to the day. Take care everyone, hope you are all well and see you at Brighton 
Fishoôs June 28.  Love and Light, 
 
Susie xx 
 
Love & Light to: Rita Barnett on a recent shoulder re construction and Julie Foley Walker  on a broken leg!!  
Take is easy out there Associates ï we need you!!! 

Guess whoõs 97!!! 

mailto:pres@alva.org.au
http://www.alva.org.au/
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5ŜŀǊ {ǳǎƛŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ !ƭǾŀƛǘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ  
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ  !ƭǎƻ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ {ƛǎǘŜǊ  
Committee on The Actors Benevolent Fund in making our  website up and running.  !ǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ 
to have so many clever people to help and make it all happen? 
 
I have been unable to walk without assistance for some time until yesterday when I had some  
miracle injections pumped into my spine and (can you believe) that today I am without the  
constant  pain and hopefully by this time next week  LΩƭƭ  ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎƘŀ ŎƘŀΦ  The miracle 
of modern medicine and the devoted Doctors who Research these cures deserve all the help we 
can give them.  Please God I pray I am not counting my blessings too soon.  I will keep you posted!   
 
My dear friend Janet Brown is now safely with her children in London and enjoying life in  
general. It is difficult sorting out her residency status.  Wishing you all the happiness and  
contentment in the world.  
Sincerely 
Helen  Lorain OAM.       email:    rasko@ozemail.com.au       phone:  02 9327 1973.  

Some great news from Helen Lorain OAM!!! 

The Bath .  By Julie T. 
For me, a bath is one of my pleasures.  My own space. Candles, fragrant  oils. And soft warm 
towels. After three weeks in hospital, and being a human pin cushion while having a knee  
replacement at last I was home. Showers on commode seats were not my style. But Doctors 
orders and an impressive scar which had to be kept dry, I had no option. 
But now, the logistics of the occasion were a problem.  I needed my darling husband to help me.   
We decided Sunday morning after breakfast would be the right time to take this next challenge.  
 But we could not find the plug.  Where had the cleaners put it?  Or was it the grandchildren?  The last time this had 
happened was when they were little and had magpie tendencies.  There was nothing for it but to go to Bunning's up 
the road and buy a new one.  Not a problem, no timetable, so off he went. We did measure, but what was on the 
outside of the packet did not compute by an inth degree to the inside. Three times he went back, and eventually 
found one to fit. 
AHHHHé.   I sank into the fragrant water with a sigh. Candles lit, oils giving off their scent, warm water soothing my 
body of all the indignities of the last few weeks. As I lay there I wondered if my jar of face pack cream on the shelf 
above the bath was still there.   AH Yes!   OH No! 
The now candle -lit  corner revealed, not just my small jar of face pack , but sitting on top of it, looking for all the 
world like a white lid wasééééTHE BATH PLUGéééperfectly camophlaged. My next dilemma was -  how was 
I going to tell my darling Michael?  He had kept his cool and had been a wonderful carer for all the weeks of my 
whole procedure.  Do I keep my mouth shut?  Or do I fess up. 
I called him and expressed how wonderful he was. Then invited him, with a few clues to look into the now            

illuminated corner of the bathroom. Again, he totally looked right past the white plug sitting perfectly on top of a jar.  

But then he saw it.  What did we both do?  There was nothing for it but to have a wonderful releasing laugh. And 

yes. I did have my back scrubbed, and managed to climb out of the bath. 

òThe Bathó - A short story from Julie T.  

mailto:rasko@ozemail.com.au
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Hi Everyone, A lot has happened since I last spoke to you. I have had some wonderful shows and have been 
to some amazing places. In April I was flown to Papua New Guinea where I embarked on the Sun Princess to 
perform. Mark Kristian, Roland Storm and Greg Hudson and I had a traumatic 2 day journey to get to the 
ship, but once we were on it we had a great time and the shows were fantastic.   I just got back from New 
Zealand where I performed in the "Bay Of Islands Country Rock Festival". The band that backed me, led by 
Wendy Thornton was amazing. They learnt all my songs and did the most beautiful harmonies. The bands 
donôt always do their homework so you really appreciate it when they do. The shows were fantastic and the 
crowds were wonderful. I thoroughly recommend going to the festival! Natalie (my Daughter) and I have had 
a couple of "The Brandts" gigs and have many more to come this year. Natalie is getting a great response 
from Radio and the Industry for her new EP.  Natalie's new single "Not The End of the World" has just       
entered the Country tracks TOP 30 Chart as a Hot Track. éééI'm a proud Mum!!   My Album has had a 
great review recently in France in a leading Magazine ñLe Cri Du Coyoteò and apparently my music is being 
requested a lot on country radio over there. Maybe I should start brushing up on my French! I look forward to 
seeing you at the shows or at an ALVA luncheon!!   

Love,  Kel-Anne xoxo 

Hey Kel-Anne, whatõs news? 

Itõs officialé...Chris Castle is a softieé. 
Aaaah ï Chris Castle  rang me last week to proudly tell me that he and Gail are celebrating their 40

th
 Wedding 

Anniversary! He is very proud of this achievement, still in love with his lovely Gail and in his words ñso glad that 
she has put up with him all these years!ò   Congratulations to both of you and special love to long time ALVA 
member Gail who we always so love seeing and would love to see more of!!  

TOOOOTS THE JUICY FROOOOOOTS VENOOOOTSé.  

Darlings...what a crazy thrilling time Iôve hadé..I was so privileged to be asked by Channel 9  Melbourne to be  
part of a tribute to the memory of Don Lane and his show the Don Lane  show which of course was part of his 
huge contribution to the golden age of variety television.  There was a lot of love in the room at Crown Casino for 
this boy from the Bronx, Don Lane, at the 2010 TV Week Logies.  Donôs handsome and talented son, PJ Lane, 
sang the shows theme song, written by Helen Reddy, ñYou Make It So Easyò.  Following that the slides opened 
and we all walked forward to a full standing ovation because of who and what we represented: Bert and Patty, 
our lovely Toni Lamond, Toni Bartuccio, Geoff Harvey, Graham Lyall, Brain Doyle, Tony Pantano, John Michael 
Houson, Rhonda Burchmore, Debra Byne, Peter Faiman / Director, Philip Brady, Mike Mc Coll, Jones / Writer, 
Max Morrison / Floor Manager, and Jane Ambrose (PJôs mama), a fitting finale for Don, a giant of the industry.  
 
This weeks Dungog Film Festival featured a rough cut of the movie I filmed in November in the title role, Fran-
cesca AmoreðòBathing Frankie ñ with the awesome Henry Szeps.  The first time feature film director, Owen  
Elliot, told me there was a real buzz about it, so I canôt wait for it to be finished.  Some great performances by 
Sean Goss and Bree Desborough.  Hopefully we will have an ALVA party to go see it.  
 
Would adore to see you all at SLIDE, 41 Oxford Street Darlinghurstð8915 1899,  on Wednesday 16th June 
2010. I am doing my show called é.   Wait for it é..  IôM STILL STANDING!.  (that title really makes me laugh). 
Iôll have a groovy trio ; Andy Davis on drums, Michael Galeazzi on bass, and of course, the one and only Trevor 
Ashley MD-ing, singing and being crazy.  Iôve tried to talk him into being in his LIZA drag, but I donôt think I could 
keep a straight face when I am doing a ballad.  
 
Loads of love 
XX  La Venuti.  

http://www.reverbnation.com/c/fan_reach/pt?eid=_&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.country-rock.co.nz
http://www.reverbnation.com/c/fan_reach/pt?eid=_&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmyspace.com%2Fnataliebrandt
http://www.reverbnation.com/c/fan_reach/pt?eid=_&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnfspublicity.2plik8.com.au%2Fimages%2Fuploads%2Fcharts%2Fct30-may-22-10.html
http://www.reverbnation.com/c/fan_reach/pt?eid=_&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kel-annebrandt.com
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 The 34 th óMOô Awards are done & dusted. Congratulations to all the nominees, winners, performers, musicians, technicians 
and committee who contributed to such a successful event. Special congratulations must be accorded Marty Morton for his 
excellent room and stage d®cor and the live óMoô sequence he dreamt and built for the opening number.  
  
  Starting with a sound bite of the great óMOô himself which introduced Grace Rizzo with a stylish rendition of óThis is the   
Momentô before curtains opened to reveal a tableau of live, glittering gold óMOôsô that came to life and danced around her  
immediately followed by Leigh Archer & the Fiona Gage Dancers performing a brilliant and high energy version of óBig 
Nightô.  
  
   Donnie Sutherland and Susie Elelman were excellent MCôs and the laughter never stopped from the showing of a film clip 
of the late, incomparable George Wallace to the expert deliveries of Paul Martell, James Bustar, Steve Allison, Kenny     
Graham and zany Jackie Loeb. Chris Gable ówowedô us with a sensational jazz version of óGeorgiaô on his tenor sax and last 
yearôs MATS winner, Rhian Saunders amazed everybody with the purity and quality of her voice.  An hilarious surprise was a 
cartoon Can Can ñperformedò by Brian Cadd, Frank Ifield, Susie Smither, Bobby Bradford and David Costello whose heads 
had been cleverly superimposed onto the cartoon figures by Robert Deal. This piece of fun was so well received we had to 
play it twice! 
  
 Another highlight was Normie Roweôs very emotional Vietnam song and the appearance by Keith Payne VC, who handed 
out John Campbell Fellowship statuettes to ñhis girlsò who entertained the troops so often in Vietnam and continue to assist 
the Veterans Association. Well done, Lorrae Desmond, Little Patti, Jacqui de Paul, Lynne Fletcher, Sylvia Raye and Dinah 
Lee. 
  
 This year the Hall of Fame inducted Frank Ifield - not only for his outstanding International career so tragically truncated by 
the loss of his singing voice after treatment for a collapsed lung; but for the work he does so tirelessly to mentor & nurture 
young talent. One of his protégés, Nicki Gillis, is currently No.1 in the UK and European Country charts and a video clip of 
Frank and Nicki singing I Remember You  as a duet; proved to be an evening highlight. 
  
   The Finale was another, high energy, sensation featuring Fionaôs boy and girl dancers, Akinga, Mahogany and Troy Smith 
not forgetting Vicki and Kerrie on backing vocals. That was 8 voices and 8 dancers with the superb Western Front Band, led 
by Dave Hallard, pumping the beat along.  Simply óWOW!ô 

Report on the òMOó Awards from Glenn Ware 

Hi Susie,  
  

Don't have time to write much.   Am so busy.   Today Lorrae and I attended  a 
Commemoration Service for Aboriginal and  Torres Strait Islander Veter-
ans.   It was so moving and very interesting.   They had a smoke ceremony 
and dancing.   Tomorrow I have the committee meeting of our new political party.    
Animal Justice Party and on Sunday I am involved in a fundraiser for Pet Rescue.   I need ten heads!  
  

Anyway here is a photo of our group taken with Keith Payne OAM Victoria Cross Recipient at the MO 
Awards.   Thought you might like it for the newsletter.   If you use it can you credit the photo please....Doug 
Jansen.   What a great night and certainly very special for us "girls" as the vets like to call us.   We received 
the award as you know for our on going support of Vietnam Vets.   For some the war has never ended.  
  

Love Sylvia x  

A special note from Sylvia Raye! 

Dear Susie, 
Thought you would like to know that Christine Lee Tyrell - 24 year old singer/dancer, daughter of ALVA member 
Carol Tyrell and niece of Committee Member Shirley McDonald  has been selected to represent Australia at the 
14th Annual World Championships of Performing Arts in Los Angeles, California.  
Participants from over 50 countries will be competing at this prestigious event. Christine will be leaving Australia on 
July 11, 2010 and returning July 25. This is a very special opportunity for Christine to compere internationally and 
possibly further her career in singing.  We wish her well - Go Christine and make your dreams come true!!  
 
From a very proud Mum and Aunty - Shirley and Carol, The Lee Sisters. 

Christine Lee Tyrell to represent Australiaé. 
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Update on Patõs adventuresé. 
We are missing our Benevolent Treasurer Pat  and it sounds like they are having a great time in the U.S. Pat and 
Dougôs daughter Sage graduates this year from studying for 2 years in Hollywood for her Masters Degree in Film  
Directing and Producing. Her very proud parents are of course delighted to be over there to witness this great  
achievement and to cheer her on. Naturally they have both been involved along the way and we send all three 
Scroopeôs big ALVA congratulations and love to the big day in June! 
 
Hi Dear Susie, So sorry I haven't had time to look at emails. Just arrived in New York last night am using my nephew's 
computer and not very good at same.  Didn't have time in LA. Have had an amazing time, first in Las Vegas then L A 
on Sage's movie shoot, then San Francisco and now New York, off to see Jersey Boys on Saturday for Doug's  
birthday. 
 
Love to you and Clive & Sammy of course xxx 

PHOTO MONTAGE FROM THE òMOó AWARDS 


