
 

We have been meeting at Mosman for 5 
years now (can you believe it?) and they 
have continued to keep the price the same 
for all those years.  However 2010 is the 
year for catering costs to increase at    
Mosman RSL – so you will see that there is 
a $5 increase for our luncheon from $25 to 
$30. A $5 increase in 5 years is not too bad 
at all, and I hope you all will understand 
that we have no control over this. 
At the AGM we will go through ALVA  
business from 2009, and discuss ongoing 
functions, events, news and it is the  
opportunity for you, as members, to receive 
any information etc. As is the usual routine, 
we will not have an official guest speaker, 
as we have found this is the ultimate  
opportunity for everyone to catch up after 
the festive season without having to rush 
off.  I personally think it is a great time to 
just take “time” – to just be with friends and   
people we perhaps may not always be  
able to chat to. And, if anyone has special 
news or holiday tales, it‟s a time to share 
with us all!! 
 
Please remember the AGM is open to all 
our Associate members, but is not really 
the day for guests to join us, as our  
discussions are all quite „in house‟ and 
possibly a tad boring for guests. So please 
support your AGM as it is the first of our 
quarterly luncheon functions, and a time for 
us to make plans for a great ALVA 2010!! 
You will also find enclosed nomination, 
proxy and membership forms.  
Any questions please email Treasurer  
Kerri on treas@alva.org.au or me on 
pres@alva.org.au or call me on  
0412 038 950.   
No other number Pleeeease! 
 
DIARY NOTE:  
ALVA Annual  Christmas Party –  
Monday December 6, 2010. 
 
Thank you all for supporting our wonderful 
30th Anniversary year, and we look forward 
to your continued support as members, 
Associates and friends in 2010. 
Love & Light,        
Susie xx 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Happy New Year and hope is has been a great 
start for all of you. What better way to start 2010 
than with our new look newsletter? Most of you 
will remember The ALVA Buzz from some years 
ago, lovingly crafted by Lizzie Taylor.  Well, we 
are going retro, and bringing back the name 
to kick start 2010, (and acknowledge the fact that 
we have a Vice Pres and a Treasurer that know 
how to make this all happen!!!) 
We celebrated the close of our 30th Anniversary 
year with a humdinger of a Christmas Party at  
St. George Motor Boat Club overlooking the 
Georges River on a sultry December evening. 
And what a night it was!!!  I must of course say, 
our very special thanks to our dedicated group of  
committee and helpers that always assist us so 
magnificently with this event. 
The talented John Charter, as usual, did a  
wonderful job getting us all in the mood on the 
balcony, with his talents at the keyboard. Special 
thanks to JC, as it is a big lug out to the balcony 
and, as always, John‟s extra time and care was 
taken to ensure it was all systems go. 
Lady Hardy supplied the delicious bubbles that 
were enjoyed by all – especially Frank Newall 
who bubbled away on the balcony!! Great to see 
you Frank! 
The room looked magnificent - thanks to our  
designer committee member Julie T (who‟s table 
decorations are to die for), and our very special 
ALVA Girl Marty Morton, who worked tirelessly 
on the day lugging scenery and making our room 
complete, as only he can!! 
A major part of our night came from ALVA  
Members, and long-time former committee   
Members, Cheryl McLlellan and Sharon  
Kermond from Six Pak Productions.  
The beautiful salsa dancers and the very sexy 
Christian Guerrero & the Salza Kings kept us 
going all night! Many thanks! 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our big 
night, Six Pak and their team for booking so many 
tickets, to Jonathan Baker for always supporting 
us with many, many friends and to our Patrons 

Lady Hardy and Lady McMahon who 
always find the time to come along and 
support us. I believe a good time was had 
by both on the night !!! Big thank you‟s 
also to all the folks who contributed to our 
raffle. It is becoming increasingly difficult 
to secure the larger value and elaborate 
prizes of years past, so every little bit 
helps.    
Special thanks to our quiet achiever Klara 
Kaye, who never lets us down with 
prizes, and to our very own Maria and her 
Venooti‟s who came to the rescue with 
our big hotel prize - it is greatly  
appreciated ladies.  
Last, but most definitely not least, huge 
thank you‟s to our ever growing number 
of Associate Members. You are all   
amazing, and we so appreciate how 
many times a year we see you ALL at 
functions. It doesn‟t ever go unnoticed 
ladies and we love you all! xx 
As you can understand, we are all  
volunteers on the committee, and these 
kinds of nights take an enormous amount 
of time and energy to manage. As ALL 
your committee are working members of 
the industry, it is a challenging juggle to 
make it all come together, especially  
towards the end of the year when  
everyone is so busy and many of us are 
traveling as well. Thank goodness for the 
internet!!!!! So…. we do our best and as 
President, and effectively the team leader 
I suppose, I was extremely proud of our 
team that you as a membership vote in to 
achieve these results. If I have forgotten 
anyone please forgive me and remember 
that we do know who you are!!! 
 
The other challenging juggle continues  
to be to find venues that can comply with 
our charity status to keep costs down. 
Please do know that we trawl through 
many, many venues to find kind and  
accommodating event managers who  
can listen to our plea of “can we do it 
cheaper!!!!” 
 
So on to 2010………….as you will see on 
the enclosed flyer our Annual General 
Meeting will be held on  
February 22 at Mosman RSL. 
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WHAT’S  ON:  

 

Membership fees 

  now due! 

 

AGM Luncheon 

February 22nd 

Mosman RSL  
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mailto:pres@alva.org.au
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Kerri Lacey (ALVA 

Treasurer) wanted to 
say thank you to the 
ALVA girls for their 
support during her 

Knee Reconstruction. 
Particularly OJ, Tabby 

and Susie!  
Thanks girls.  

 
 
 

A huge thank you to 
all the ALVA girls from 

the wonderful: 
 

SHELLEY MAY 
 

Shelley was so touched 
to receive flowers 

recently and wanted to 
thank all of the girls at 
ALVA for their support.  

 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Crouch (ALVA VP) 
wanted to extend a big 
thank you to the ALVA 

girls for their well wishes 
following her knee 

surgery. She assures 
everyone, especially 

Tabby and OJ that she 
will be back to moving 
furniture really soon.  

 
 
 

ALL ABOUT YOUR MEMBERSHIP…. 

Hi Girls 
It is that time of the year where our 
membership fees need to be      
renewed. As you know, your  
membership fees help us so that 
we can help others.  We currently 
have 208 active members of ALVA: 
 
 13 Associate Members 
 104 Life Members  
 91 Members  
 
Not all of our 91 members are   
currently financial. If you are in this 
situation, you will receive a letter or 
email notifying you of your current 
status. This will make it easier for 
those members to update their 
membership.  

REMINDER: All full members 
who attend the AGM must be 
financial for 2010 in order to 
legally vote .  
  
 

Included in this newsletter is the 
membership renewal form. You 
only need to fill this out and return 
it to us if: 
 
You have changed your contact 
details in the last twelve months 
 
You are an Associate Member or 
Full Member wishing to renew 
your membership 
 
You are a Full Member wishing to 
upgrade to LIFE MEMBERSHIP.  
 
For any questions about your 
membership, please contact Kerri 
(Treasurer)  0412 505323 
treas@alva.org.au 

T H E  A L V A  B U Z Z  

Condolences to an ALVA girl…. 

 
The sad passing of one of our great entertainers:  
Funeral arrangements have now been completed for KEVIN 
BYERS and it would be appreciated if you could please pass 
this information on.   
 
THURSDAY 19th November, 2009  
Eastern Suburbs Crematorium , West Chapel , 1pm  
KEVIN BYERS  
4th August 1928 ­ 10th November 2009  
 
Our lovely Kevin Byers passed in the afternoon of Tuesday 10th November 2009 due to 
long term health problems. Kevin was the life-partner of Erris Venske and they recently  
celebrated their 50th Anniversary together. They were an Award Winning duo who could 
sing, dance and play piano. Together they put the 'show' into Australian show business for 
over four decades.  
 
Many performers on the Sydney circuit in the 70's, 80's and early 90's strutted their stuff in 
the costumes so lovingly created for them by Kevin. Bless our beautiful mate.   
Our thoughts are with Erris.  
 
Love, Robyn Wade  ñLife is an occasion - rise to it. ñ 

THANK YOU 

We welcome…. 
 

SHAYNE O‟LEARY 
 

to the LIFE MEMBER LIST.  
 

Shayne upgraded her status 
just before Christmas so we 

look forward to making it  
official at the  

Annual Banquet.   

VALE: Kevin Byers 

Our deepest condolences to our long-time member Claire Poole who has very recently lost 
her beloved brother Peter.  As we go to print with this newsletter, there are no details as yet 
available. We will get these out on email, but friends of Claire will be on the Alva grapevine, 
so please all contact each other. 
 

Love & Light to beautiful Claire from all at ALVA xox 
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 Hi Susie, 
Shelley May's husband Stan Rogers has sadly passed away at 94 years.  Our sincere condolences to Shelley. 
 
Len Nobbs has fallen and broken his hip. Mary S. rang to see how Jan was and she was out on a bus trip! 
 
Rose Bandel's sister, Marie, has also sadly passed away in America.  Sincere condolences also to our dear little 
Rosie.  Please remember them in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Love, Pat x 

Sad news from our Benevolent Treasurer... 

The latest news from Julie T…. 

As I write this edited version of our Travels, my Husband Michael is veging out on the couch watching the Tennis. It is 
Australia Anniversary weekend and we are being home bodies by choice. Five weeks ago we left on Xmas day and 
had Xmas night Dinner in Bangkok. I had been in NZ the week before visiting my family and meeting my 7

th
 Grand-

child born two weeks early. I had four days back before leaving for a family re-union with my husbandôs family.  
ISRAEL was a real adventure. The first week we met up with the other four grandparents and shared Shabbat dinners 
and luncheons. Then we left to drive in convoy with six adults and six children. We had our son in law Ilan to interpret 
in Hebrew. He guided us through toll and security checks and petrol stations. We swopped the Children around in the 
cars and beds in the Hotels, and had time with them all. I have climbed a mountain, 700 steps - this was a  
personal achievement for me. Thank goodness for my properly fitted sneakers and the gym we have been going to.  
My dodgy right knee held out. Even at the airports you walk for miles. We rode CAMELS; lunched in a BEDOUIN 
TENT; shopped in SHOUKS (Markets ) in the catacombs of old JERUSALEM, TEL AVIV  and JAFFA;  driven across 
the NEGEV DESERT with a five year old in the back seat; seen wonderful sunsets in HAIFA and the sun rise from the 
top of MOUNT MASADA. I recovered in the Spa and swam in the DEAD SEA. We were protected from above by day 
and night by ISRALIE JETS patrolling the borders. Quite exciting really. We were on the border of JORDON & 
EGYPT in the South. We were staying in a five star hotel in EILAT. It was Winter, but rather like going to Queensland 
in July. The children swam all day. Lovely for their Djedushka, the biggest Kid, in there with them. He slept well at 
night. Some of the sights around the pool would have frightened the Children and the Horses. I donôt know why  
Elderly Europeans have a  penchant for wearing thongs. I donôt mean the ones of your feet. Not very nice on  
unattractive bodies. My bathers and sari I bought in Auckland NZ were quite in keeping, but I kept my size 16 body 
covered and read by the pool. Michael wears speedos on a very trim body and bum. I had put my faith in him  
completely as he drove our Hyundai on the right side of the road. In the shops I was taken for American or English, 
when I answered, ò Australianò, most didnôt have a clue where it was. The younger ones did, and all wanted to visit.  
ñSo far Away.ò I agreed with them on that. After fare welling our Daughter Tammi and family, who were returning to 
England and snow, we left Tel Aviv and came through Zurich, with a stopover for three hours (and another anxious  
sit on the Tarmac at midnight waiting for passengers to connect). The champagne they were serving was not calming 
my fears. The windows and wings and tarmac all were icing up. It was my daughters 43

rd
 birthday in NZ and we were 

about to fly over the Swiss Alps in below zero temperatures in the early hours of the morning. I didnôt know if we were 
going to reach earth again or I was headed for Eternity. Quite surreal in a cylinder in the sky. This lapsed Irish 
óCatholic pulled out all the stops with her Hail Maryôs. They worked. After all we had just been in the Holy City. Our car 
at the airport and the balmy evening in Bangkok was very welcome. My text to my daughter Jeannie for her Birthday 
was answered with her phone call back to us, right on Midnight NZ time. They were still up partying around the pool 
and we were in the Marriott Hotel overlooking the Chaopraya River. A few days in the sun by the pool and massages, 
set us up for rest of the journey back to Sydney. My diary has a much more in depth record of our travels, and our 
body clocks are just about re-set after severe jet lag - but Blue skies, Sunshine, fresh tap water, clean air, relativel 
peaceful Multi culture and, of course Vegemite. 
 
I  STILL CALL AUSTRALIA HOME.    Happy New Year   Julie T  xx 

Small update from Mary Schneider….. 

Just this Monday morning got a call from Mary S. to inform me that we have lost our beautiful Len Nobbs. 
Len, husband to long-time member Jan Nobbs, sadly did not recover from his recent broken hip.  He will  be sadly 
missed and our prayers are with Jan at this time. Len was 94 years young.   Funeral details will be emailed. 



Other Events 

May  -  Luncheon 

June  -  Luncheon 

August  -  Trivia Night 

November  -  Luncheon 

 

All dates, venues and 

guest speakers to be  

advised.  

 

 

Annual Banquet 

Ladies Only 

Event !!! 

 

March 2010 

Date and Venue  

To be confirmed 

 

SPECIAL GUEST 

SPEAKER 

PO Box  30 

Ramsgate   2217  NSW    

Phone: 02 9583 9583 

Fax:  02  9583 9583 

The Australian Ladies Variety Association is a 

benevolent association who assist members of 

the Variety Entertainment Industry and wider 

community.   

 

For information regarding membership or  

upcoming events, please visit our website:  

Australian Ladies Variety 

Association.  

What’s On Next! 

www.alva.org.au 

EMAIL CONTACTS: 

President:  Susie Smither -  pres@alva.org.au 

Vice President: Lisa Crouch - vp@alva.org.au 

Treasurer: Kerri Lacey - treas@alva.org.au 

Secretary:  Jacqui Alexander - sec@alva.org.au 

PLEASE PUT IN 

YOUR DIARY 

 

Annual Xmas Party  

Monday  

6th December 

 

Venue TBA 

 


