
 

 
Hello Everyone, 
What a great start to 2010 we had with the Annual General 
Meeting at Mosman RSL. A lovely group came to enjoy the 
day, and we were also greatly supported, as usual, by our 
wonderful group of Associate Members. The lunch at  
Mosman was delicious and the view, magnificent. 

 
We had a great meeting with all present hearing the news of the past year, as well as the Financial Report  
presented by our Treasurers Kerri and Pat. We then closed with the re-election of the 2009 Committee to become 
the 2010 Committee. I must say we are all very happy to be re-elected, as I‘m sure you all know we are a very 
happy committee. Being our 5th year I think we have almost got it down pat by now, with everyone having their 
jobs, and fulfilling them wonderfully. 
 
After lunch we had an ‗open mic‘ afternoon with our very own Maria Venuti entertaining us with her latest  
adventures, which is always very interesting and fun. Thank you to Maria and her Venooti‘s!! The lovely Helen 
Zerefos also entertained us with her adventures at the Bafta Awards in L.A. recently. I think Helen has missed her 
calling as a comedian as she had us all giggling with her impressions of Hollywood superstars! Thank you Helen! 
So, all in all, a great day and a great start to our 2010 function year. 
 
It is with great sadness that we mark the recent passing of Jo McRobert‘s beloved husband Ron McRobert –  
respected musician for over 50 years, Lucky Starr‘s beloved wife Wendy, and entertainer Jack Beckitt. Incredibly 
as these things seem to go – all in one week. All our love and sympathy go to the families and all our love and 
light in challenging times ahead. We also mark the passing of beloved mothers of Di Georgeson and Di Lesley. 
Also a challenging time, as sadly some of us know, but ALVA love and light to the both Di‘s as always. 
 
Our next function is our 31

st
 Annual Banquet. This is always a lovely night as we get to pay tribute to people who 

have been an integral part of our Association‘s ongoing strength.  We will be, as usual, presenting to you a stylish 
and fun night with the opportunity for you to catch up with friends you may have not seen for a while. We will  
celebrate our 31

st
 year on Monday March 29, and you will find all details and booking information on the attached 

flyer. It is the Year of the Tiger, a year of new beginnings, and we will celebrate with an animal jungle theme! 
 
 
So throw on those animal prints frocks, support your Association 
that does so much to support it‘s members and the entertainment 
industry, and join us for a great night !!!! See you there !! 
Love & Light as always, 
Susie x 
 

SPECIAL NOTE:   
As we go to print, we are saddened to  report the passing of 
one of our long time members: 
 

BRONWEN DALTON 
 
Bronwen had been quite sick and we know that many  
members will have fond memories to treasure. She was the 
wife of world class magician Paul Dalton. Our deepest  
sympathies go to Bronwyn’s family and friends.  
Details of the funeral will be sent via email and phone.  
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WHAT’S  ON:  

 

Membership fees 

  now due! 

 

BANQUET 

29th March 2010 

Committee 2010 
President  Susie Smither 
Vice President  Lisa Crouch 
Treasurer  Kerri Lacey 
Secretary  Jacqui Alexander 
Goodwill Officer  Tabbi Francis 
PR Bee   Kaye Coleman 
Benevolent Treasurer Pat Scroope 
Public Officer  Kathy Watson 
Committee:                     Olive Johnston 
                                        Shirley McDonald 
                                        Anne Dargie,  
                                        Di Georgeson  
                                        Julie Trachtenburg 
                                        Rose Bandell 
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ALL ABOUT YOUR MEMBERSHIP…. 

Hi all, 
A very big thank you to those members who have organised the  
payment of their membership fees for 2010. It has been greatly  
appreciated. Please continue to renew those memberships. It allows us 
to continue the good work here at ALVA.  
 
It has been brought to my attention that one of our members became a  
LIFE MEMBER and her change in status was not recognised. I would 
like to acknowledge : 
          BASIA CAROLE as a Life member 
 
And we look forward to having the chance to make it official at the 
 Annual Banquet. 

      
 
 

T H E  A L V A  B U Z Z  

 
Dear Susie, 
You may be aware Jack Beckitt, ventriloquist passed away at 
10pm last night. Jack was a huge star in his day, working the    
London Palladium. Royal Command performances etc. He chose 
to live here and called Australia "home‖. He has been so brave, he 
never once complained about his ill health. Many of the older 
members would know him.  

We will miss you Jack, but now you are at peace, with your beloved wife Jen.    

Love, Wendy Allison 

Jack‘s funeral was held on Friday 26th February 2010 at the Mackay Chapel, Palmdale.  

 
We welcomeé. 

 
BILLIE WILDE 

 
to the LIFE MEMBER LIST.  

 
Billie upgraded her status at 

the AGM so we look forward to 
making it  official at the  

Annual Banquet.   

VALE: Jack Beckitt 

 

It is with regret that I send you news of another passing concerning someone in our  
industry   -  Wendy – wife of Lucky Starr passed away this week. 
She had been sick with Lung cancer.  Lucky has been a longtime member of AAC 
we send our thoughts and wishes to him during this time.  From Shayne OôLeary 
 
The funeral for Wendy will be held on Monday 1st. March 2010.    
12.30pm 
Palmdale Crematorium 
Hillside Chapel 
Palmdale Road, Palmdale 

VALE: Wendy Morrison 

VALE: Ron McRobert 
Ron McRobert - Beloved husband of long time member Jo McRobert, passed away  
suddenly last week. His funeral will be held at Northern Suburbs Crematorium 

Friday March  26 - this Friday  at 3pm. 
Our deepest sympathy to Jo and all the family. 
Love & Light, 
Susie x 

 
WHAT YOU 
MISSED AT 
THE AGM! 

A beautiful 
lunch with 

many friends 
laughing and 

chatting. 

 

The table     
centre pieces 
were cute little 

tigers.  

  

The Associate 
members were 
out in force with 

many of their 
friends in      

attendance 

 

Maria Venuti 
has been busy 

filming with 
Henry Zepps.  
She told us a 
little about the 
film and how 

they made her 
age 25 years. 

 

Helen Zerefos 
told us of the 

many stars she 
rubbed      

shoulders with 
at the BAFTAS 
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 At the AGM, we always deliver the Financial Report from the previous year. This is a very busy time 
for our Benevolent Treasurer, Pat Scroope, who takes on the responsibility of getting this done. We 
are always pleased to present this report, and we secretly hope that we have great news. In 2008, 
ALVA made a profit of $4,263.74. This was an excellent result. However, in 2009, we were very  
excited to report that we made a profit of $14,259.30.   
 
Needless to say, the members at the AGM were very excited. Most of the profit came from a major 
increase of income through our functions, luncheons, raffles and, of course, the Dargie Dip. Your 
support throughout 2009 has been rewarded with such a wonderful profit and we thank you all very 
much.  
 
Some of the profit can also be attributed to this committee cutting their costs. They have been trying to 
cut costs for a few years now, and are constantly looking at ways of doing this.  
 
Kaye Coleman worked tirelessly to reduce our insurance costs from $3,549.17 to $1,280.63.  We have 
also cut our printing and stationary costs from $1,766.17 to $670.48. This reduction was achieved by 
using email where possible and printing the newsletter ourselves, thanks to an industrial printer up-
grade made by Klerrisa Custom Music—Kerri and Lisa‘s music business. They now print the  
newsletter, flyers and forms that are sent out to you in the post. Once printed, these items are then 
brought to the committee meeting for ―work-shopping‖, where we glamorously fold the papers and stuff 
the envelopes.  
 
We look forward to having another fantastic year !!! 

GREAT NEWS….from the financial report.  

A beautiful email from Bille Wilde…. 
Hi Susie, 
Just a brief note to tell you how much I enjoyed the AGM and luncheon yesterday.  As always, there was 
such a lovely feeling in the room. The company (albeit sans my darling Sharyn),  the food, the view 
(wow!!) and the excellent and unobtrusive service were all 10 out of 10!  To say nothing of the net result 
you and your beautiful team pulled off!!!! 
 
How could we not return such a wonderful and dedicated group of ladies?  We should be so lucky. As I 
said to Lisa and Kerri as we were standing at the back of the room -  while the ―Ayes‖ had it time after time 
– If it ain‘t broke, don‘t fix it!! 
 
The great War Lord, Atilla the Hun, wrote a book on the principles of leadership. In this book he stresses 
the need to delegate to members of the team and then allow them to do their jobs without  
interference. This, he maintained, would ensure that a happy team could develop, full of mutual respect 
and trust - consequently looking forward to each and every challenge that came their way. Some people, 
Susie, are simply born leaders and know this stuff inherently. In short, congratulations on a terrific team 
with terrific leadership.   
 
And, by the way, when someone delivers a compliment (especially one that is really just a statement of 
fact) smile sweetly and say ―thank you‖. Unafraid management is almost nonexistent and deserves to be   
celebrated. I am heartened to know that my husband isn‘t the only one left. 
 
So, dear Susie, I wish you loads of love, light, laughter and a huge serving of mung beans - as is your 
due!!    Billie.        xxxx  



Future Events 

May  -  Luncheon 

June  -  Luncheon 

August  -  Trivia Night 

November  -  Luncheon 

 

All dates, venues and 

guest speakers to be  

advised.  

 

 

Annual Banquet 
Ladies Only Event !!! 

 

29th March 2010 

Harold Park Function 

Centre 

Ross Street Glebe 

6.30pm  

$80 per person 

3 course meal + tea/coffee 

Free Parking at Venue 

Cash Bar Service Available 

PO Box  30 

Ramsgate   2217  NSW    

Phone: 02 9583 9583 

Fax:  02  9583 9583 

The Australian Ladies Variety Association is a 

benevolent association who assist members of 

the Variety Entertainment Industry and wider 

community.   

 

For information regarding membership or  

upcoming events, please visit our website:  

Australian Ladies Variety 

Association.  

What’s On Next! 

www.alva.org.au 

EMAIL CONTACTS: 

President:  Susie Smither -  pres@alva.org.au 

Vice President: Lisa Crouch - vp@alva.org.au 

Treasurer: Kerri Lacey - treas@alva.org.au 

Secretary:  Jacqui Alexander - sec@alva.org.au 

PLEASE PUT IN 

YOUR DIARY 

 

Annual Xmas Party  

Monday  

6th December 

 

Venue TBA 

 


